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Dear Parent or Guardian,

At Caledonia High School, we are committed to the safety and well-being of our students. Every
year, vehicle crashes claim the lives of far too many young people and leave many others with
lasting consequences. These sobering statistics continue to challenge public safety agencies
across the nation. To address this, we will be hosting a proactive, distracted driving presentation
for the Junior class on April 30, 2026.

This program is a multi-layered effort designed to empower students to identify the risk factors
behind distracted driving and explore the real-world consequences of those behaviors. To
ensure the highest level of realism and impact, this presentation is put on in partnership with
local first responders, including the Kent County Sheriff’'s Department, Caledonia Fire
Department, Thornapple Kellogg Fire Department, the Kent County Prosecutor’s Office, and the
Grand Valley Metro Council.

The demonstration is a full-scale exercise that allows students to see firsthand the
consequences of poor decision-making while operating a motor vehicle. The event includes:

e Live Crash Demonstration: A realistic simulation where students witness a simulated
crash scene (not the accident), the response from public safety agencies, and the
extraction of individuals from vehicles.

e Funeral/Memorial: A staged memorial for a deceased student to illustrate the
emotional impact on family and friends.

e Legal Consequences: The County Prosecutor will sentence the at-fault driver, and talk
through details of the legal process following a fatal crash.

Important Considerations

Because this is a full-scale, realistic exercise, the content is intentionally intense. We believe
that the comprehensive approach of the professionals and the use of realistic examples help
foster an environment where students can appreciate the significance of the material.

However, we recognize that the nature of a simulated fatal crash and memorial may be difficult
for some students. If you feel this program is not appropriate for your child, or if you have
concerns about their participation, we respect your decision to opt them out. Please take a
moment to fill out this brief Google Form. Students who have been opted out will be able to
continue through their regularly scheduled school day.

Thank you for your continued partnership.

Sincerely,
Caledonia High School, Administrative Team


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZk2tNDMBt2-IyOoxmkd2eD43WGGd58LCzX9S6DVhIO1RxQA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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